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COVID-19 6/17 Update  
 
Global 
Total cases – 8,269,774 
Total deaths – 445,762 
 
United States 
Total cases – 2,150,923 
Total deaths – 117,423 
Total # tests – 24,449,307 
 
Administration 

• Treasury and the Small Business Administration released two versions of the Paycheck 

Protection Program forgiveness form on Wednesday, including a shorter, simplified 

version that requires fewer calculations and less documentation. The forms reflect 

congressional changes to the loan program, including an extended 24-week covered 

period.  

o Borrowers must meet certain conditions to take advantage of the shorter form, 

including that their business activity declined as a direct result of Covid-19 

restrictions and that they didn’t reduce staff pay by more than 25%.  

o Along with the forms, the agencies also issued an updated interim final rule 

reflecting compensation caps for both the 8-week covered period under an 

earlier version of the program and the new, extended period. 

• Education Secretary Betsy DeVos faces legal challenges and political pushback over her 

handling of $2 trillion in coronavirus relief. The disputes threaten to slow aid to students 

and schools.  

o Restrictions that blocked assistance to undocumented and international students 

have landed the Education Department in court. And some states are refusing to 

carry out guidance that directs them to boost the share of pandemic relief to 

private schools. 

o DeVos says she has clarified how schools should comply with the CARES Act 

(Public Law 116-136). Critics say she has ignored the intent of Congress and is 

advancing ideological agendas with federal funds.  

• The Pandemic Response Accountability Committee releases a report on key challenges 

facing U.S. federal agencies in Covid-19 relief and response efforts. 

https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Forgiveness-Application-3508EZ.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-Forgiveness-Application-3508EZ.pdf
https://home.treasury.gov/system/files/136/PPP-IFR--Revisions-to-the-Third-and-Sixth-Interim-Final-Rules.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/Q95R47T0AFB7
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QAY6F5T1UM0Z
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6650366419806453771
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o “Areas of concern include both the need for accurate information concerning 

pandemic-related spending and the significant amount of money federal 

agencies may lose as the result of improper payments” 

o Read report here  

• The Federal Housing Finance Agency says extension of foreclosure and eviction 

moratoriums, which were set to expire this month, will help keep borrowers and renters 

in their homes during coronavirus pandemic. 

o Moratoriums will last until at least Aug. 31, FHFA says in Wednesday statement 

• The US government is exploring 14 Covid-19 vaccine candidates out of more than 100 

currently in development worldwide, with plans to narrow the list to about seven before 

further testing, senior Trump administration officials said during a telephone briefing on 

Tuesday.  

o Large-scale, randomized trials would then be conducted with the most promising 

candidates from those seven. 

o How they will decide on the seven is an ongoing discussion but the criteria will 

be those that are safest, most effective and technologies that lend themselves to 

faster manufacturing to scale. 

o The senior administration officials did not specify which 14 candidates are being 

considered, but some vaccine candidates have been previously identified 

receiving government support. 

• A top union official said Tuesday he believes because Transportation Security 

Administration officers are “not medical professionals,” they should not be responsible 

for conducting temperature screenings of travelers at airports.   

o “I think that this is a task that needs to be assigned to a medical professional and 

not a TSO officer,” Everett Kelley, national president of the American Federation 

of Government Employees, testified at a House Homeland Security 

subcommittee hearing. “They do an outstanding job at making sure that the 

public fly safely, but I don’t know how well they would fare if they had to 

become medical professionals.”   

• The top public health official in Tulsa, Oklahoma, said he recommended delaying 

President Donald Trump’s rally there on Saturday amid a spike in local coronavirus 

cases. 

o But the event is moving forward, which has prompted Tulsa Health Department 

Executive Director Bruce Dart to recommend precautions for those attending. 

https://www.oversight.gov/sites/default/files/oig-reports/Top%20Challenges%20Facing%20Federal%20Agencies%20-%20COVID-19%20Emergency%20Relief%20and%20Response%20Efforts.pdf
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o “I recommended it be postponed until it’s safer -- until the data tells us that it’s 

not as large a concern to have people indoors and in enclosed spaces with the 

threat of Covid-19 transmission,” Dart said at a news conference in Tulsa on 

Wednesday. 

• Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas President Robert Kaplan said it’s possible the U.S. 

economy recovers faster than expected, but the performance will depend on public 

health. “There’s downside risk to the recovery and there’s upside,” Kaplan said 

yesterday in an interview with Bloomberg Television’s Kathleen Hays. Which one will 

prevail “is going to have less to do with monetary and fiscal policy and a lot more to do 

with how effectively we execute the healthcare policies. How well we do that will 

determine how fast we grow,” he said. “But there’s certainly an upside case 

• The FDA is not currently aware of any evidence to suggest that food produced in the 

United States or imported from countries affected by Covid-19 can transmit this 

respiratory virus,” agency says in emailed statement. 

o “We are aware of reports that China will begin testing foods, in particular 

produce, seafood and meat. However, we are not aware of any known or 

suspected cases of Covid-19 linked to any of these foods or any cases of 

transmission from food or food packaging”: FDA 

o “We will continue to review all available science on the virus as the whole-of-

government response continues to assess the virus that causes COVID-19”: FDA 

• The U.S. National Institutes of Health will continue its clinical trial on the potential for 

hydroxychloroquine to treat patients hospitalized with Covid-19 despite regulators’ 

revoking the drug’s emergency authorization, the agency said in an email. 

o The NIH trial, called Orchid, began enrolling patients in April and is screening 

those who may be susceptible to erratic heart rhythms that are a risk associated 

with hydroxychloroquine. Data from a University of Oxford study led the Food 

and Drug Administration on Monday to determine hydroxychloroquine’s benefit 

no longer outweighed its cardiovascular risks. 

• The Health and Human Services Dept is resuming its central role in oversight of U.S. 

coronavirus response efforts, Dow Jones reports, citing two unidentified people familiar 

with the planning. 

o The shift is happening in part because President Trump is prioritizing reopening 

the U.S. economy and predated the nationwide protests following the killing of 

George Floyd, according to report 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QC0X9A073NCW
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o HHS Secretary Alex Azar is holding daily internal coronavirus meetings, where 

discussions have started to turn to preparations for a possible second wave in 

the fall, as part of increased role and is in constant communication with the task 

force and White House officials 

• Prime Minister Justin Trudeau said Tuesday the U.S. and Canada will extend by 30 days 

the border restrictions aimed at slowing the spread of Covid-19.  

o Ban on non-essential travel will be extended until July 21. It was put in place in 

March.  

o Goods and essential workers continue to flow across the border 

• Covid-19 vaccines will be provided free for anyone who cannot afford the vaccine, a 

senior administration official tells reporters at a briefing on Operation Warp Speed.  

o The Trump administration is also working with commercial insurers, which have 

expressed an interest in waiving co-pays 

o “HHS plans for a tiered approach to vaccine distribution, which will build on 

allocation methodology developed as part of pandemic flu planning,” agency 

says in a fact sheet on Operation Warp Speed. 

o Allocation methodology will “be adjusted based on experience during the first 

wave of the COVID-19 response, data on the virus and its impact on populations 

and the performance of each vaccine, and the needs of the essential workforce,” 

HHS says 

o Program will plan and prepare infrastructure for distribution before vaccines are 

approved or authorized 

• The Small Business Administration said it resumed accepting applications yesterday 

from small businesses for a disaster-aid program, known as the Economic Injury Disaster 

Loan program, plagued by criticism about capped funding and delays. 

• Vice President Mike Pence, in a call with governors Monday, encouraged those in states 

where coronavirus cases are increasing to provide updates on those situations, 

according to a readout of the call distributed by the White House. 

o Pence led a discussion on best practices over the reopening of states and 

communities in a phased-approach, expanding testing and supporting long-term 

care residents: White House 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci said when it comes to protests during a pandemic, the best advice is 

“don’t gather in crowds,” but added, “If you are going to, please wear a mask 

consistently. Keep it on. Don't take it off.”  

https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/06/16/fact-sheet-explaining-operation-warp-speed.html
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o “That is really an important issue — namely the social injustices that we're 

seeing towards minorities, particularly African Americans, including the violence 

against them," the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases told NPR’s 1A program. 

• The Small Business Administration says it resumed accepting applications on Monday 

from small businesses for a disaster-aid program plagued by criticism about capped 

funding and delays in disbursing relief. 

o SBA had stopped taking new requests for loans and grants from its Economic 

Injury Disaster Loan program, or EIDL, when initial funding ran out on April 15 

o To meet the need, SBA has made numerous improvements to the application 

and loan closing process, including deploying new technology and automated 

tools, SBA Administrator Jovita Carranza says in a statement 

• The head of the Federal Aviation Administration will tell Congress today he expects 

airplane passengers to wear a face mask when directed to by flight attendants, 

according to his prepared testimony shared by the FAA.    

o Administrator Dickson’s testimony says the Transportation Department and FAA 

“expect the traveling public to follow airline crew directions and policies, which 

are in place for passenger protection and the health of air crews, and to take 

very seriously the precautions recommended by the CDC and the International 

Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO).”   

o Neither the DOT nor FAA have made mask-wearing in airports and on airplanes a 

federal requirement.  

o Secretary Elaine Chao said recently she believes government regulation in this 

area would be too heavy handed and inflexible.   

• A “doctors’ group” has banded together as an offshoot of the White House coronavirus 

task force, a source close to the task force told CNN. 

o Members of the group include Dr. Deborah Birx, Dr. Anthony Fauci, Dr. Stephen 

Hahn and Dr. Robert Redfield. 

o The source said the doctors’ group meets two to three times a week by phone 

and then briefs Vice President Mike Pence. 

• Texas and Florida saw their highest single-day increase in cases on Tuesday, the same 

day US Vice President Mike Pence tried to declare coronavirus over in the country. 

He penned an op-ed in the Wall Street Journal claiming there is "no second wave" of 

coronavirus and suggested the rise in US cases was down to an increase in testing. 

https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/loans/coronavirus-relief-options/economic-injury-disaster-loan-emergency-advance
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/16/politics/mike-pence-coronavirus-reopen-campaign/index.html
http://wsj.com/articles/there-isnt-a-coronavirus-second-wave-11592327890
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• A judge has denied an emergency motion to stop US President Donald 

Trump's campaign rally in Tulsa on Saturday. Lawyers asked the court to block the event 

unless organizers agreed to adhere to the administration's own social distancing 

recommendations to limit the spread of the virus. 

• Mexico and the United States have agreed to extend restrictions on travel over their 

shared land border through July 21. The US-Canada border will also remain closed to 

most travel until July 21. 

• The US Food and Drug Administration revoked its emergency use authorization for one 

of the first Covid-19 antibody tests granted such approval. 

o The FDA said it was concerned about the test’s accuracy.   

o The test was created by Chembio Diagnostic System, Inc. At the time the FDA 

gave its approval, the agency said it did meet the “may be effective” standard 

needed for the emergency use authorization. 

• If and when an Operation Warp Speed Covid-19 vaccine is approved, it will be free for 

vulnerable populations, essential workers and any American who wants it but cannot 

afford it, a senior Trump administration official said during a briefing on Tuesday. 

o As a condition of receiving support from Operation Warp Speed, the White 

House’s plan to accelerate a vaccine for Covid-19, companies will provide the US 

government with vaccines. The administration describes this as a measure to 

make the products affordable for Americans. 

• Vice President Mike Pence claimed that Oklahoma — where Trump is scheduled to hold 

a campaign rally Saturday — has seen a decline in the number of coronavirus cases. 

Oklahoma's number of newly reported positive cases has been increasing since late 

May, not steeply declining. A record 225 new cases were reported in Oklahoma on 

Saturday. On Sunday that number declined to 158 new cases and went back up to 

186 on Monday according to Oklahoma's State Department of Health. 

• The National Institutes of Health has launched a national database to collect medical 

information on coronavirus patients in the United States. 

o “This effort aims to transform clinical information into knowledge urgently 

needed to study COVID-19, including health risk factors that indicate better or 

worse outcomes of the disease, and identify potentially effective treatments,” 

the agency said in a statement Monday. 

o The NIH said the platform data will include clinical, laboratory and diagnostic 

information from hospitals, labs and other health care providers 

https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/15/politics/tulsa-rally-coronavirus/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/16/politics/tulsa-rally-trump-pence/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/16/politics/tulsa-rally-trump-pence/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/16/politics/fact-check-mike-pence-oklahoma-coronvirus-spread-numbers/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/16/politics/fact-check-mike-pence-oklahoma-coronvirus-spread-numbers/index.html
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o The database will help researchers and health care providers answer critical 

questions relating to Covid-19 illness — for example who might need kidney 

dialysis, who may need a ventilator or what kinds of therapies a particular 

patient may need. 

Capitol Hill 

• House Speaker Nancy Pelosi has asked committee chairmen to exclude members who 

fail to comply with requirements to wear masks during committee proceedings, 

according to a senior Democratic aide familiar with guidance issued Tuesday. 

o The members can always choose to participate virtually in committee activities, 

the aide says. 

o The move follows guidance from the Office of the Attending Physician, which 

says that face coverings are required for U.S. House gatherings in a limited, 

enclosed space like a committee room, that last longer than 15 minutes 

• “I urge your agencies to issue guidance to mortgage servicers requiring uniform and 

comprehensive consumer disclosures that clearly explain all federal mortgage 

forbearance options available during the coronavirus pandemic,” Sen. Dianne Feinstein 

writes in letter to federal mortgage regulators. 

o Feinstein, the Senate Judiciary Cmte’s top Democrat, also asks regulators to 

encourage servicers to extend forbearance relief options to borrowers with 

privately-backed mortgages 

o Link to letter 

• Rep. Gerry Connolly (D-Va.) sent letters to 24 federal offices of inspectors general 

requesting their plans to oversee agencies’ efforts to return their employees to federal 

office buildings. Connolly chairs the Oversight and Reform Committee’s government 

operations panel. He also recommends that IGs consider examining whether agencies 

have appropriate resources such as personal protective equipment or hand sanitizer, 

• Senate markups of FY21 spending bills that initially had been planned for next week are 

being delayed due to disagreements over the coronavirus and criminal justice 

amendments, a Senate Republican aide says. 

o Democrats on the Senate Appropriations Cmte have told Republicans they plan 

to offer amendments on additional spending for the COVID-19 response and on 

issues relevant to other legislation on policing, the aide says  

o Republicans don’t believe those amendments belong in spending bills, aide says 

https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/_cache/files/0/9/09d0e6dd-d13c-4071-b6af-3912c0064e17/54642107CD611AF34BF3146BA6156490.feinstein-to-regulators-re-cares-act-relief-061520.pdf
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5248377
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o “Funding the government is a serious responsibility, and I will not allow the 

appropriations process to be hijacked and turned into a partisan sideshow,” 

Senate Appropriations Committee Chairman Richard Shelby says in a statement 

• Democratic lawmakers and anti-hunger advocates are calling on the Agriculture 

Department to broaden food assistance to mitigate a longstanding inequity Black 

Americans face that’s now aggravated by the coronavirus pandemic. 

o “Food insecurity has been impacting African-Americans disproportionately for 

decades,” said Minerva Delgado, director of coalitions and advocacy at the 

Alliance to End Hunger. “That racial gap has been there all along.” 

• A House special oversight panel Tuesday launched a wide-ranging probe into the Trump 

administration’s oversight of nursing homes during the spread of the coronavirus. 

o Rep. James Clyburn (D-S.C.) sent letters to the Centers for Medicare and 

Medicaid Services as well as the country’s five largest for-profit nursing home 

companies seeking documents and information including Covid-19 case and 

death counts, staffing levels and pay, legal violations, and efforts to prevent 

further infections. The letters also seek information on how the Trump 

administration has distributed federal emergency funds targeted to health-care 

providers. 

o Clyburn, chairman of the House Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis, 

said his panel is concerned about “lax oversight” by the CMS and what he called 

a failure by the administration to distribute enough protective equipment to 

long-term care facilities 

• Two Democratic lawmakers urged the U.S. Federal Trade Commission to scrutinize 

Alphabet Inc.’s Google over online ads that perpetuate alleged frauds regarding 

pandemic stimulus checks of up to $1,200. 

o “While advertisers bear the primary legal responsibility for deceptive ads, Google 

should also face scrutiny for the continued failure to address the known problem 

of fraudulent actions, especially where it financially benefits from such fraud,” 

said Representative Jan Schakowsky of Illinois and Senator Richard Blumenthal 

of Connecticut in a letter to the agency on Tuesday. 

o The letter represents another layer of concern expressed by Democrats about 

violent or controversial content on social-media sites, including election 

misinformation, racist content and other falsities related to the novel 

coronavirus pandemic. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1722
https://alliancetoendhunger.org/about-us/
https://coronavirus.house.gov/sites/democrats.coronavirus.house.gov/files/2020-06-16.Clyburn%20to%20Verma-CMS%20re%20Nursing%20Homes.pdf
https://schakowsky.house.gov/media/press-releases/schakowsky-blumenthal-call-ftc-assert-political-independence-trump-attempts
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• Congress should provide supplemental funding to help U.S. Citizenship and 

Immigration Services avoid furloughs related to the coronavirus pandemic, American 

Federation of Government Employees National President Everett Kelley told members 

of the House Homeland Security Committee yesterday. Kelley called on Congress earlier 

in June to provide $1.2 billion for USCIS to avoid about 11,000 furloughs due to a lack of 

revenue from fees. 

• Farmworkers on the front lines of the nation’s food supply during the coronavirus 

pandemic need job security and safeguards from deportation, House Democrats told 

congressional leaders. 

o More than 120 lawmakers called for policies in future pandemic-relief legislation 

that would “ensure the well-being of our agricultural producers and workforce.” 

• “Our nation moves closer and closer to a number of cliffs that threaten our economy, 

American workers and may cause a slower and weaker recovery,” Senate Democratic 

Leader Chuck Schumer tells reporters. 

o Schumer says cliffs include a June 30 deadline for Paycheck Protection Program 

applications, state budget deadlines and the expiration of an eviction 

moratorium  

o Schumer calls for the Senate to take up coronavirus relief legislation before July 

4 

• Sen. Ted Cruz introduces a bill that would provide tax credits to businesses planning to 

test employees for the coronavirus weekly in states where infection rates are above the 

national average, Fox News reports, citing Cruz. 

• Senate Judiciary Cmte will hold hearing on June 23 to assess China’s culpability over the 

coronavirus pandemic. 

• renewable energy’s growth in 2020 as shelter-in-place requirements, supply chain 

disruptions, and delays in permitting, inspections, and construction, sap the sector’s 

momentum,  

• Clean energy sector has lost 620,000 jobs putting the ‘clean energy unemployment rate’ 

at more than 18%, Gregory Wetstone, the president of the American Council on 

Renewable Energy told House lawmakers Tuesday. 

o Wetstone says Congress should delay scheduled phase-down of production and 

investment tax credits for wind, solar other renewables 

• House Intelligence Cmte Chair Adam Schiff is proposing legislation that would require 

the Office of the Director of National Intelligence to produce an intelligence estimate on 

the coronavirus pandemic. 

https://www.afge.org/publication/rush-to-reopen-federal-worksites-will-worsen-covid-19-pandemic-head-of-largest-federal-employee-union-warns-congress/
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/cruz-rolls-out-bill-to-provide-tax-credits-to-businesses-who-test-employees-for-covid-19-weekly
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/meetings/the-foreign-sovereign-immunities-act-coronavirus-and-addressing-chinas-culpability
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247448
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o “By knowing more about how the world is postured to deal with future 

pandemics, and how the current pandemic will reshape both our national 

security and the international community, we can be better prepared,” for 

future outbreaks, Schiff says 

o Link to bill  

o Measure would require the intelligence community to assess the possible course 

of the pandemic over successive 18 months  

o Would require a plan from the White House for a response to a potential second 

wave of Covid-19 and other future pandemics 

o NOTE: Bill is co-sponsored by all Democrats on the cmte 

• A group of the Republican Party’s most ardent budget hawks is urging President Donald 

Trump and Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to halt new spending for 

programs designed to help the U.S. recover from the coronavirus. 

o Further relief measures signed by President Donald Trump would put the U.S. on 

a “road to financial ruin,” according to a letter released Tuesday by some formal 

and informal advisers to the president. 

o “There is no limit to worthy causes, but there is a limit to other people’s money,” 

the letter said. “The inside-the-Beltway crowd falsely calls these trillions of 

dollars a ‘stimulus’ to the economy. But government can only give money to 

some people, as Nobel-prize winning economist Milton Friedman taught all of us 

many years ago, by taking money from others.” 

• Democratic leaders should prioritize aid, including extending tax credits, to assist a 

clean energy sector decimated by the economic fallout from Covid-19, a group of 179 

House Democrats said yesterday in a letter, Dean Scott reports. The group called on 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi (D-Calif.) to extend expiring tax credits and convert some of that 

to more valuable direct payments. Direct payments from the Treasury Department 

would let wind, solar, and other clean energy companies receive a cash payment now 

instead of via year-end tax credits. 

• House Republicans suggested that the U.S. remain a member of the World Health 

Organization and push for changes, House Foreign Affairs ranking member Michael 

McCaul (R-Texas) said in a report probing the origins of the virus. While the WHO failed 

to “uphold its mandate” and fulfill its obligations to member states, “we do not believe 

the withdrawal” of the U.S. “is the correct path forward,” McCaul said in an interim 

report by panel Republicans, 

https://www.bgov.com/core/downloadable_assets/attachment/2552/1366641236?analytics%5Bsuid%5D=f4ke
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB163
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB17186
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB17186
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• Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) and Sen. Sherrod Brown (D-Ohio), the 

Banking Committee’s top Democrat, told the new watchdog in charge of overseeing the 

pandemic corporate bailout fund they’re concerned he won’t be independent from his 

former employer: The White House. Brian Miller, the newly confirmed special inspector 

general for pandemic recovery, had most recently served as a White House lawyer and 

participated in Trump’s impeachment defense. 

o “You must resist influence or pressure, uphold the law, and protect taxpayers’ 

interests -- even if it places your job at risk,” the senators said in the letter today. 

“Ultimately, your duty is to the American people, not the president. 

• Antibody test takers are seeking certainty, wanting to know if that bad flu they had in 

February was actually Covid-19—and whether that means they’re at lower risk of 

getting it again. But antibody tests, which hunt for signs in a person’s blood that they’ve 

been exposed, provide little if any actionable information. Many have been plagued by 

questions about their accuracy. And even if a test is accurate, experts have no solid 

proof that antibodies mean a person is immune to the virus, or good data on how long 

that immunity might last. Some people “mistakenly view antibodies as a get-out-of-jail-

free card to return to normal life, a dangerous misconception,” Rep. Raja 

Krishnamoorthi (D-Ill.), chairman of the House subcommittee on economic and 

consumer policy, told a virtual hearing earlier this month. The subcommittee estimates 

that millions of people have taken the tests 

• The Senate Energy and Natural Resources panel delved into how the coronavirus 

pandemic has broadly affected the U.S. energy sector, from wind and solar and other 

renewable sources to electric utility companies and the oil industry.  

o Stephen Nalley, the deputy administrator of the U.S. Energy Information 

Administration, which is the statistical arm of the Energy Department, and David 

Turk, the International Energy Agency’s acting deputy executive director testified 

at the hearing. Nally is expected to cover the Energy Information 

Administration’s latest assessment and forecast as published in its June Short-

Term Energy Outlook, while Turk will discuss investments and detail findings 

from IEA’s data, according to a Republican committee aide. 

• House Energy and Commerce Cmte to hold hearing with Trump administration health 

officials June 23 at 11am, according to cmte statement. 

o NIH Director Anthony Fauci, HHS asst. sec. Brett Giroir, FDA’s Stephen Hahn and 

CDC Director Robert Redfield to appear 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689602
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1689602
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/
https://www.eia.gov/outlooks/steo/
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• Sen. Wicker and Sen. Brian Schatz (D-Hawaii) are among lawmakers asking Senate 

leaders to permanently expand telehealth services after the coronavirus pandemic ends. 

A letter was sent by 30 bipartisan senators yesterday to Senate Majority Leader Mitch 

McConnell (R-Ky.) and Democratic leader Chuck Schumer (D-N.Y.) asking for provisions 

from Schatz’s “CONNECT for Health” bill to be made permanent, including allowing 

Medicare recipients to use telehealth services, as well as expanding telehealth to more 

health care providers. The provisions were included in previous virus legislation signed 

into law, but will expire after the pandemic ends 

 
State/Local 

• New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio said today that the city's team of Covid-19 contact 

tracers has begun tracking approximately 4,300 cases. 

o Over the summer, de Blasio said, they will build capacity to trace potentially 

250,000 people. The trace core was launched on June 1. 

o Dr. Ted Long, executive director of the Test and Trace core, said more than 1,000 

have been assigned as a resource navigator to assist with food delivery and 

medications. 

• Colorado Gov. Jared Polis announced Monday new safer-at-home guidelines, which will 

go into effect on June 18. 

o Residential summer camps can reopen, allowing only 10 children indoors and 25 

children outdoors. 

o Indoor events, including museums, receptions and conferences, can also start to 

open. 

• Austin Mayor Steve Adler tweeted Monday that he is extending stay home orders to 

August 15, as the number of Covid-19 hospitalizations increase statewide. 

o Texas reported on Monday a record high number of Covid-19 hospitalizations. At 

least 2,326 people have been hospitalized. 

• Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson signed three executive orders protecting businesses 

from liability if a customer or employee is exposed to coronavirus.  

o A reporter asked Hutchinson if he was concerned that he was sending mixed 

messages to the public. 

• Bars and breweries in Chicago will reopen on Wednesday, the city announced Monday. 

o "Beginning Wednesday, June 17, bars, lounges, taverns, breweries and other 

drinking establishments that sell alcohol for on-site consumption without a Retail 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.schatz.senate.gov%2Fimo%2Fmedia%2Fdoc%2FLetter%2520to%2520leadership_CONNECT%2520for%2520Health%2520Act_06.12.20.pdf&data=02%7C01%7Crkern%40bloombergindustry.com%7Ce2830b4a17434c1ea14708d81149f636%7C97be21fdc6014b169920f5accc69da65%7C0%7C1%7C637278356644279352&sdata=EJhWel8kaSRPXW9GEdD%2F5q%2BOMeG%2BY6c3gzu3AE85%2F9E%3D&reserved=0
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB1752
https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB5247555
https://www.bgov.com/us_legislation/6753874423733551109
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Food License will be able to open for outdoor service only," the city said in a 

statement. 

• Certain California inmates who have 180 days or fewer to serve on their sentences will 

be released to help protect staff and other prisoners from the spread of the coronavirus, 

the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation announced Tuesday.  

o Eligible inmates under CDCR’s new community supervision plan, which is 

scheduled to begin on July 1, include those who are not currently serving time 

for domestic violence, a violent or serious crime, or a person required to register 

as a sex offender, according to a news release from the department. 

o The inmate must also have housing plans identified before participating in the 

program and will remain under close supervision for the duration of their 

sentence, up to 180 days, the news release states. 

• The Navajo Nation has announced another round of weekend lockdowns in an attempt 

to reduce coronavirus infections.  

• Florida Governor Ron DeSantis said he had no plans to roll back the state’s reopening 

after a jump in new cases. Echoing comments from days past, he said higher Covid-19 

numbers reflect expanded testing as well as isolated outbreaks among migrant farm 

workers in agricultural communities.  

o DeSantis said hospital capacity remains ample, noting that virus-related 

hospitalizations in intensive-care units were down 43% from April 15 to 458 as of 

Monday. Still, Florida’s data shows new hospitalizations are rising on a trailing-

seven day basis, albeit from a low base.  

• Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul said he had tested positive for Covid-19 and 

that he has been self-isolating since the onset of his symptoms. 

o His symptoms continue to be mild and his office was in the process of notifying 

individuals he may have come into contact with, Raoul said in a statement. 

• New York City playgrounds will remain closed into July, when social-distancing 

restrictions should ease as the city’s reopening enters a second phase, according to 

Mayor Bill de Blasio. 

• People who plan to attend President Trump’s campaign rally in Tulsa, Oklahoma on 

Saturday should get tested for the coronavirus before the event and consider being 

tested afterward, Oklahoma State Health Dept. Commissioner Lance Frye says in 

statement. 

https://www.bgov.com/core/legislators/#!/BB168315
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QC1CHBMB2SJP
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o “Individuals looking to attend Saturday’s event, or any other large-scale 

gathering, will face an increased risk of becoming infected with COVID-19 and 

becoming a transmitter of this novel virus,” Frye says 

o Attendees should follow public health guidance including wearing cloth face 

coverings and those in vulnerable groups and age 65 and older should stay 

home: statement 

• The Seattle City Council voted on Monday to require food delivery network companies 

like Uber Eats and Instacart to pay their shoppers at least an additional $2.50 per trip 

during the Covid-19 emergency. 

o The premium pay would come on top of the shoppers’ usual compensation. 

Another $1.25 would be added for each additional pickup or dropoff in Seattle. 

The intent of the measure is to compensate gig shoppers for performing 

essential work during the pandemic and for expenses they incur to protect 

themselves from the virus. 

o The new ordinance, which the council passed with a 9-0 veto-proof majority, 

would forbid companies from reducing gig shoppers’ pay, limiting earning 

capacity such as by restricting access to online orders, modifying service areas in 

the city, and from passing on the costs to consumers. The measure now goes to 

Mayor Jenny Durkan for her consideration. 

• Texas set its fourth-consecutive record for people hospitalized with the virus, with the 

number rising to 2,326. New cases of the virus jumped by 1,254 to 89,108, the lowest 

increase in a week. 

o Tension between the state’s major cities and the governor’s office continues to 

grow as the outbreak gains momentum and local officials strive to slow down the 

reopening schedule pushed by Governor Greg Abbott. Houston Mayor Sylvester 

Turner announced there would be no public Fourth of July celebration. Instead, 

the city will hold a virtual symphony concert, and a 15-minute fireworks display 

near the city center. 

• Miami-Dade County Mayor Carlos Gimenez said he was watching indicators of a recent 

uptick in cases, but he doesn’t plan to reinstate lockdowns or otherwise roll back 

reopenings of Florida’s biggest county. 

o His remarks follow those made earlier Monday by the Miami and Miami Beach 

mayors who also aren’t planning to reverse their reopenings. Both cities are in 

Gimenez’s county. 

https://seattle.legistar.com/View.ashx?M=F&ID=8609556&GUID=0F6F86BF-EF9C-40FF-98F9-A4D7AEFC17DE


 
 
 

COVID-19 6/17 UPDATE 
 

• Schools across Michigan will be allowed to resume in-person instruction this fall with 

strict safety measures in place, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced. The governor will 

release an executive order and the "Michigan Return to School Roadmap" on June 30 to 

outline details on what will be required and recommended for schools to reopen. 

• New York City to enter phase two of reopening: Phase two allows for a wider range of 

businesses to continue to reopen under Covid-19 guidelines, including retail 

businesses and offices, according to the state's reopening website. New York City Mayor 

Bill de Blasio has announced that once the city enters phase two, restaurants will be 

able to open for outdoor seating, and convert parking spaces into seating areas 

• The Secretary of Higher Education in New Jersey today released guidance for colleges 

and universities to reopen for in-person instruction for the upcoming summer and fall 

sessions.  

• Washington, DC, Mayor Muriel Bowser announced today that the District will enter 

into phase two of reopening on Monday if the current trends in Covid-19 metrics 

continue. 

o “We are trending in the right direction,” Bowser told reporters at a press 

conference this morning. 

o The mayor said she expects to be able to announce this Friday whether or not 

the District will be ready to enter phase two Monday. 

o In phase two of reopening: 

o Gatherings of more than 50 people are still banned, nonessential retail can open 

at 50% capacity, and restaurants can have indoor dining at 50% capacity. 

o Houses of worship are encouraged to hold virtual services, but are permitted to 

have up to 100 people, or 50% capacity. DC recommends that churches do not 

have choirs or singing. 

o Personal services, including nail care, tattooing and waxing will be permitted 

under phase 2 with certain restrictions in place.  

• Local Texas officials want Gov. Greg Abbott to require face masks but the governor's 

office says they have not imposed penalties already available to them, a spokesperson 

for Abbott tells CNN.  

o Nine Texas mayors, including the top officials in Houston, Dallas, Austin and San 

Antonio, have urged the state's governor to require face masks to stop Covid-19 

from spreading in their cities.   

 
International 

https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/GeneralRetailSummaryGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/GeneralRetailSummaryGuidance.pdf
https://www.governor.ny.gov/sites/governor.ny.gov/files/atoms/files/OfficesSummaryGuidelines.pdf
https://coronavirus.dc.gov/phasetwo
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• Panama will extend the suspension of all international flights for 30 more days due to 

the Covid-19 pandemic, according to a statement from the country's civil aviation 

authority published Tuesday. 

o More trained staff are needed to detect Covid-19 and implement protocols at 

the US-Mexico border, said Dr. Ciro Ugarte, director of Health Emergencies at 

the Pan American Health Organization. 

o Speaking during a briefing on Tuesday, PAHO said it and other organizations 

have been training staff so that they are better able to put these protocols into 

place – but it’s not enough. 

• Hong Kong will allow groups of up to 50 people to gather starting on Friday as 

coronavirus restrictions in the city continue to be eased by the government. 

• Canada’s financial capital will remain under partial lockdown as Ontario gradually 

reopens other regions of its province after months of Covid-19 restrictions. 

o Niagara and Hamilton are among areas that will be allowed to reopen businesses 

ranging from hair salons to shopping malls, swimming pools and outdoor dining 

on patios as of Friday, Premier Doug Ford said Monday. 

• The German government's coronavirus warning app has gone live. 

o The app uses Bluetooth technology and is designed to measure whether cell 

phone users have breached a 2-meter proximity for a long period of time. 

o If a user has tested positive and shared that information with the app, it will 

inform other users nearby of their diagnosis. 

o But for the app to succeed, Germany's government will have to overcome a 

widespread reluctance to share data with authorities. 

• Authorities in Beijing locked down more residential compounds, had more than 30,000 

restaurants disinfected and tightened outbound travel as the Chinese capital's latest 

coronavirus outbreak continues to spread, with more than 100 people now infected. 

o The Beijing Municipal Health Commission reported 27 fresh Covid-19 cases today 

-- taking the five-day total to 106 following a flare-up at Xinfadi, the city's largest 

wholesale food market. 

• Mexico will conduct a safety review of Canadian health policies and procedures before 

allowing any more temporary workers to travel to Canada to work in the agricultural 

sector.  

o “This is a temporary pause in order to determine the circumstances surrounding 

the safety conditions on farms,” said Oscar Mora, spokesman for the Mexican 

embassy in Ottawa.  

https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/25/tech/coronavirus-contact-tracing-germany-privacy/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/04/25/tech/coronavirus-contact-tracing-germany-privacy/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/06/15/asia/coronavirus-beijing-outbreak-intl-hnk/index.html
https://edition.cnn.com/2020/06/15/asia/coronavirus-beijing-outbreak-intl-hnk/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/16/americas/mexico-workers-canada-coronavirus/index.html
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o Mora said that Ambassador Juan Jose Gomez Camacho, on behalf of the Mexican 

government, has been in daily communication with the Canadian government to 

try and understand why and how hundreds of Mexican workers have been 

infected with Covid-19, weeks after completing a mandatory 14-day quarantine 

in Canada.  

• Brazil, which trails only the U.S. in cases and deaths, reported a record 34,918 new 

infections, bringing the total to 923,189. The data compiled by Brazilian states also 

showed 1,282 new fatalities, pushing the total toll to 45,241. 

• Denmark’s Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen said in parliament that the country now 

wants to open its borders to nations with “acceptable contagion numbers,” adding a 

workable model will be presented shortly. Denmark currently is primarily open to 

Germany, Norway and Iceland. 

• The European Union on Wednesday put forward a strategy that would see the 

European Commission centrally purchase a Covid-19 vaccine on behalf of all EU 

countries. 

o In addition, to ensure the quick development and delivery of the vaccine, the 

plan would also see the commission pay upfront for some of the costs faced by 

vaccine producers, in exchange for the right to buy a set number of doses at a 

fixed price. 

 
Other 

• Dr. Anthony Fauci, the director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious 

Diseases, said baseball season should not extend past October to avoid the risk of 

spreading Covid-19. 

o In an interview with the Los Angeles Times on Tuesday, Fauci said Major League 

Baseball (MLB) should conclude the postseason in September over concerns of a 

second coronavirus wave in the fall. 

• Norwegian Air is to operate 76 European routes from its Scandinavian hubs from July, 

the low cost airline announced on Wednesday. 

o At the peak of the outbreak in April, the airline reduced their fleet to eight 

aircraft on domestic Norwegian routes. The airline will reintroduce 12 aircraft to 

facilitate the European routes. 

o According to a statement, these routes will include popular tourist destinations 

such as “Spain, Greece and key European cities.” 
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• The Ladies Professional Golf Association Tour announced Tuesday that the 2020 season 

will resume with back-to-back events in Ohio.  

o A new tournament, the LPGA Drive On Championship, will take place from July 

31 until August 2 at Inverness Club in Toledo, Ohio. It will feature a field of 144 

players competing for a $1 million purse and will take place without sponsors, 

pro-ams or spectators.  

• U.S. airlines will step up efforts to enforce the use of face coverings for travel, warning 

that companies could suspend flight privileges for passengers who flout the rules amid 

the Covid-19 pandemic. Seven major carriers have agreed to beef up communications 

about mask requirements and the penalties for violating them, trade group Airlines for 

America said in a statement yesterday. Still, punishment isn’t necessarily automatic, and 

one major carrier, American Airlines, is counseling flight attendants to de-escalate 

standoffs with customers 

• Moderna CEO Stephane Bancel said efficacy data for its Covid-19 vaccine could be 

available by as soon as Thanksgiving if everything goes right. Moderna’s coronavirus 

vaccine is in second-stage trials, with final-stage trials set to begin next month on 30,000 

people. In an interview on Bloomberg Television yesterday with David Rubenstein, 

Bancel said in a best-case scenario “we could have efficacy data by Thanksgiving. This is 

the best time line 

• A low-cost anti-inflammatory drug is the first treatment shown to improve survival in 

patients with Covid-19, University of Oxford researchers said. 

o Deaths in patients who needed assistance to breathe were lower over a period 

of four weeks when they got an anti-inflammatory called dexamethasone than 

among those who received standard care, the researchers said Tuesday in an 

emailed statement. The study was stopped early because of the important 

preliminary results. 

o The U.K. government has 200,000 courses of the drug “ready to go,” the BBC’s 

Laura Kuenssberg said in a tweet, citing an unidentified person in the 

government. 

• Amtrak said it plans to run many of its long-distance routes less frequently and will 

quickly work to determine what staffing cuts or furloughs will occur as a result, CNN 

reports, citing a message from an Executive Vice President Roger Harris to employees it 

saw. 

o Reduction in long-distance routes would save $150m in costs 

https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QC0PQQDWX2Q0
https://www.bgov.com/core/news_articles/QC1IBMMB2SK7
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o Amtrak doesn’t plan to ask Congress for more funds to save those jobs or the 

furloughs announced in May, spokeswoman Kimberly Woods told CNN 

• The hydroxychloroquine arm of the World Health Organization’s Covid-19 Solidarity 

Trial will end based on a recommendation from the agency’s Data Safety and 

Monitoring Committee, according to a WHO official. 

o Dr. Ana Maria Henao-Restrepo, a medical officer at WHO's Department of 

Immunization Vaccines and Biologicals, said during a media briefing in Geneva on 

Wednesday that the decision was made based on preliminary information from a 

separate hydroxychloroquine study in the United Kingdom that showed no 

benefit of the antimalarial against Covid-19, and early data from the Solidarity 

Trial itself.  

• Hilton Worldwide Holdings announced it is cutting 2,100 corporate employees, as the 

hospitality company deals with “unprecedented challenges for the travel and tourism 

industry.” 

o The company also said it is extending previously announced furloughs, reduced 

hours and corporate pay cuts for up to an additional 90 days.  

• The Red Cross will now be testing all blood, plasma and platelet donations for Covid-19 

antibodies, according to a press release issued Monday. 

• The Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences announced on Monday that the 93rd 

Oscars will no longer take place on February 28 as planned. 

o Instead, the board of governors said the show will take place on April 25, 2021. 

• The National Association of Attorneys General, specifically from 39 states and 

territories, wrote to Apple and Google leadership yesterday expressing concern that 

certain contact tracing apps sold in Google Play and the App Store offer in-app 

purchases and aren’t affiliated with any public health authority or legitimate research 

institution.  

• The trade group Airlines for America said seven members would begin “vigorously 

enforcing” policies requiring passengers to cover their faces during travel to prevent the 

spread of the coronavirus. 

o Airlines had faced criticism for not enforcing the policy 

o “U.S. airlines are very serious about requiring face coverings on their flights,” 

Nicholas Calio, the trade group’s president says in a press release 

o “Carriers are stepping up enforcement of face coverings and implementing 

substantial consequences for those who do not comply with the rules” 

https://newsroom.hilton.com/corporate/news/hilton-update-on-corporate-response-to-covid19
https://www.naag.org/assets/redesign/files/sign-on-letter/Final%20Letter%206.16.20.pdf
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o Airlines will notify passengers of specific face-covering policies, possibly requiring 

them to acknowledge the rules: A4A 

o Carriers will also make on-board announcements of policy 

o Each carrier will determine appropriate consequences for passengers who 

violate rule, “up to and including suspension of flying privileges”: A4A 

o Note: U.S. government hasn’t instituted any anti-virus requirements, only 

guidance 

 
 
 
 
 


